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is the organizing IIT for the Joint Entrance

second part of the two-tier common engineering admission test.
MISCALCULATION BY BOARDS

Govt accepts discrepancy
in lIT admission process

Many state boards did
not calculate the

20 percentile according
to the formula
prescribed by IIT Delhi

By PrRASHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

he central government

said on Wednesday that

discrepancies in admis-
sions to the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) were due to
a miscalculation by various
school boards.

Human resource develop-
ment (HRD) minister M. M.
Pallam Raju said after a review
meeting with senior officials of
the ministry and IITs that
many state boards didn’t cal-
culate the 20 percentile ac-

cording to the formula pre-
scribed by IIT-Delhi, the or-
ganizing IIT for the Joint En-
trance  Examination (JEE)
Advanced, the second part of
the two-tier common engi-
neering admission test.

It wasn’t immediately clear
what would happen to these
students, some of whom have
filed cases in various courts
across the country.

On 12 July, the Supreme
Court stayed proceedings in a
case related to this in the And-
hra Pradesh high court and
said it would hear the matter.

While IIT-Delhi had said the
percentile should be based on
the number of students pass-
ing the school-leaving exami-
nation, several boards includ-
ing that of Andhra Pradesh
based it on the number of stu-
dents who appeared for the
board examination, Raju told

Examination (JEE) Advanced, the

reporters.

Raju said he doesn’t have
the exact numbers for the stu-
dents who missed out due to
this.

The IITs said they excluded
79 students who did not make
the cut despite holding top
ranks in the JEE Advanced. The
Madras zone that includes
Andhra Pradesh, had 35 affect-
ed students, followed by 19
from Kharagpur zone and 14
from Kanpur zone.

“We have gone by the rule. It
was clear from last year that
the percentile will be calculat-
ed on successful candidates of
respective boards. The percen-
tile calculation was supposed
to be done by the COBSE
(Council of Boards of School
Education) but several boards
calculated it on their own,”
said H.C. Gupta, the professor
in-charge of the JEE-Ad-
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vanced.

Gupta said most boards had
miscalculated the percentile,
indicating that the number of
aggrieved students could rise.

He said Andhra Pradesh was
the first to issue the percentile
cut off.

Out of a total 530 marks in
the Class 12 board exam, the
top 20 percentile cut off was
set at 476 marks for the general
category. This should have
been 487, he said.

Raju said that a related con-
troversy over the normaliza-
tion of different school boards
for admission to all central
government-funded engineer-
ing schools except IITs could
not be discussed on Wednes-
day as the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
chairman was travelling to at-
tend a court case.

CBSE was in charge of the
normalization process for ad-
mission to 30 National Insti-
tutes of Technology (NITs), In-
dian Institutes of Information
Technology (IIITs) and other
top schools.

Scores of parents and ag-
grieved students have ap-
proached high courts and the
Supreme Court to stay the ad-
mission process based on the
normalization, saying that at
least 25,000 students have
missed out on admission to
top engineering schools.

The Supreme Court said last
week that admission to engi-
neering schools would be sub-
ject to its eventual ruling on a
petition challenging the proc-
ess, but refused to stay the ad-
missions.

CBSE chairman Vineet
Joshi could not be reached de-
spite several calls to his mobile
phone but an HRD ministry of-
ficial said the government is in
favour of clubbing all the cas-
es, related to normalization as
well as admission to the IITs,
to be heard in the Supreme
Court.

The official, who did not
want to be named, also said
that Andhra Pradesh chief
minister Kiran Kumar Reddy
had reached out to Raju on the
issue.
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79 IIT aspirants |
stuck in limbo

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Indecision by the
human resource development
ministry could hit the fate of 79
IIT aspirants who could not get
into the prestigious institute
due to variance in calculation
between the state boards and
the institutions in deciding the
top 20 percentile of students in
class XII.

On Wednesday, HRD minis-
ter MM Pallam Rajumet IIT-Del-
hidirector RK Shevgaonkarand
discussed the discrepancy in cal-
culation. After the meeting, Raju
said, “Immediately after the
class XII board results came out,
state boards calculated percen-
tile by factoring in the total num-
ber of students who appeared in
the board examination. But
CBSE calculated percentile on
the basis of students who passed
the class XII examination.”
While the discrepancy has been
noted in many state boards it is
Andhra Pradesh that has been
the worst hit as the first calcula-
tion made 89% as cut-off which
went up to 91.8% according to
CBSE's calculation.

Reminiscent of his stand on
the Delhi University’s four-year
undergraduate programme (FY-
UP), Raju was non-committal
about the action the ministry
can take. “We will see, will look

lIT-Kharagpur faculty
goes on hunger strike

ver 400 faculty membersanda

large number of alumni of UT
Kharagpur in West Bengal on !
Wednesday went on a token
hunger-strike demanding
immediate appointment ofa
director. The post of the director
fell vacant on June 30,2012 and
there has been no permanent
appointment till now, IIT Teachers
Association general secretary
Rajendra Singh said. The institute
was being neglected by the HRD
ministry, he alleged. p1i

into how many have got affected
and on what basis,” he said. Raju
said he would like to have more
clarifications on the matter and
intends to hold a couple of more

- meetings on the admission proc-

ess which would also include the
system of normalization of
marks. He was evasive about the
question on reverting to the old
system of admission to IITs. He
said, “The present system was
adopted as per the wisdom of the
IIT council and it’s for them to
see what's fair and what's not.”

Ministry officials say since
majority of the students affect-
ed are from Raju’s home state he
would be more proactive than
in the past.
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- Students pay for
JEE percentile
calculation goof-up

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JULY 17

IN YET another goof-up in the Joint Entrance
Examination 2013, it has emerged that school
boards and the II'Ts had calculated the top 20
percentile of students in different ways and this
may have affected the admission prospects of a
number of students.

Human Resource Development Minister
Pallam Raju admitted Wednesday that the top 20
percentile as calculated by several school boards
was different from the top 20 percentile calcu-
lated for the admission process by the 15 TI'Ts.

JEE 2013 has two elements — the JEE
Main for screening and JEE Advanced for the
final ITmeritlist.  *

In this format, 40 per cent weightage is
given to Class 12 scores at the screening stage in
JEE Main for determining admission to NITs,
ITI'Ts and other engineering institutes.

Students who clear JEE Main and are in
the top 20 percentile in their respective boards
were eligible to appear for JEE Advanced.
Board marks have been ‘normalised’ across
school boards to ensure a level playing field to
students from all states.

While ITTs have calculated the top 20 per-
centile of each board on the basis of the number
of studentswho passed in that board thisyear, al-
most all school boards have calculated their top
20 percentile on the basis of the number of stu-
dentswho appeared for the board examination.

The HRD ministry, however, has con-
cluded that the ITTs cannot be blamed for this

| mismatch as they had clearly said in their admis-

sion notification that the top 20 percentile

would be calculated against
the number of successful stu-
dents. i

As many as 79 students
have already been denied ad-

mission to II'Ts even after get-

ting initial offers due to this
mismatch in percentile calcu-
lation. In the case of Andhra
Pradesh, Raju’s home state
from where most complaints
against the new JEE format
have come, the first cut-off
was 89 per cent which had to
be corrected to 91.8 per cent.
This resulted in many stu-
dents not getting admission.

The II'Ts, meanwhile, said
that even though some stu-
dents may have been affected
due to this calculation mis-
match, little could be done
now as they had already
closed admissions.

“Almost every school
board has calculated the top
20 percentile on the basis of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Students pay for JEE goof-up

students who appeared for
the boards and not on the ba-
sis of students who passed, as
wasrequired. There hasbeen,
in fact, a 2-3 per cent varia-
tion in the cut-off scores as
calculated by state school
boards and II'Ts. We have,
however, admitted students
as per our mandate and have
been extra cautious as thisis a
new system. We have also
now closed admissions so how
can we accommodate new
students at this stage,” Prof H
C Gupta, Organising Chair-
man JEE Advanced 2013,
told The Indian Express.
Sources in the HRD min-
istry said that the state boards
had not been careful while
calculating the top 20 per-
centile and should not have
gone ahead first and declared
their cut-off scores in such a
hurry. Still others said the
school boards may have cal-

culated the top 20 percentile
in a different manner as they
may not have understood the
CBSE's guidelines clearly.
The HRD minister had
Wednesday called a meeting

‘with Gupta, top officials of

the HRD ministry and CBSE,
where this issue was discussed
as were the complaints re-
garding the normalisation of
board scores. Raju has been
getting a steady stream of
complaints on the normalisa-
tion process used to give
weightage to school boards
and arrive at the top 20 per-
centile across each board.
Many students have claimed
that there were serious
doubts over the normalisa-
tion formula used and it had
affected the ranking scored in
the engineering exam.

The issue has also been
challenged in three high
courts,
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Flawed percentile

calculation deprives
T asplrants

NEW DELHI, DHNS:
state boards have faulted in cal-
culating the cut-off for students
passing the Class 12 examina-
tion, leading to confusion
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) aspirants on dlexrehgih]ny
for-admission to the premier
technical institutes, a Central
government inquiry has found.
According to the Human Re-
source Development (HRD)
Ministry, these state boards cal-

culated top-20 percentile cut-off

on all the students who ap-
peared in the Class 12 board ex-
amination instead of taking into
account only those who passed
it during calculation.

“It should have been the total
number of students who passed
the exam. We have asked for
some more clarification,” said
HRD Minister M M Palam Raju,

refermgtoﬂ)e find-
ings of his ministry. Recently
there were reports that some 79
students could not makeit to the

among IITsdespite scoring well in JEE-

Advancebecausdpfﬂawsmthe
calculation of their percentile by
the joint admission board of the

While finalising the JEE for-
mat, the IIT council last year had
decided that only 20-percentile
holders in Class 12 board exam-
inations will be considered for
admissions to ITTs on the basis
of their performancein the JEE-
Advance.

Admissions to the NITs and
oﬂxercmmlb-ﬁmdedtechnical
institutions will be considered
on the basis of students’ per-
formance in JEE-Main and their
Class 12 board exam score, nor-
malised under a formula.
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Percentile norm infuriates Andhra’s bright IIT aspirants

up in Hyderabad and other cities
0 tainthe studentsfor what s arguably

Dateline
Hyderabad
JBS Umanadh

Some students have approached the said the IITs can continue with the coun- - ated the problem.

State Board of Intermediate Education = seling process. Meanwhile, the state gov-  Andhra Pradesh has earned the distinc-
but the officials there pleaded helpless- ernment has promised to extend help to  tion of sending the largest contingent
ness, saying that the Central Board of Sec-  the JEE advanced rankers who were de-  of students for the IITs for the last decade
ondary Education (CBSE) had arrived at nied seatsin IITs.

: - into professional degree course.

: In the IIT JEE (Advanced) 2013, Hy- 7,

X derabad Sandeep Reddy, sonof [
espite reaping a rich haul of ranks  a school teacher, had bagged the R
in the T entrance examination,  first rank while AP accounted for nine out o
including four in the All India top  of the top 25 ranks including first, second, | - -

and this is growing year after year. It is be-
When rankers and their parents met ingsaid that byis
vided by the state board. The exact num- secondary education miniscer Kolusu tem,
1 i, he said the the CBSE has hieved h T
due to the percentile norm will be known  communicated to the state government rankers from AP. Usually for more than

ten slots, the students from Andhra seventh eighth only after the IT process gets  (Board of iate Education) tocon- 6000 plus seats in IIT, students from AP
Pradesh (AP) find themselves in adisad-  The JEE authorities had re- over. sider the candidates in all streams, includ-  occupy no less than 3,000 ranks but this
vantageous position in terms of the final ~ leased the cut-off figures for each state to ing MPC, BiPC, HEC, CEC and MEC, to time this figure has fallen to less than 1,700
admissions the ‘top  gain eligibility for admission into the ITTs Counseling process calculate the percentile. When this was  due to introduction of percentile system.
20 percentile'norm. As per thenorm fixed  ~ the dream destination for science stu- Peeved by the way Madras [IT has sent _done, the cut-off mark that the state ar-  Strongly ing linking i di;

by the authorities, those who are  dents in the country. The cut-off figures back students even after they of- rived at was 457 for general category stu- marks for all of ranks for admissi

mmuﬂxemp‘gpavfnﬁ}eungoryin hmﬂmmww fer letters, the clause ~ dents. But the CBSE had taken only can-  intovarious IITs in the country, TDP pres-

as the reason, few students resorted fora  didates who appeared for MPC stream ident and leader of opposition N Chan-
of their respective state boards are eligible ‘They have toscore more than L1 percent  fetching marks because they are not legal battle. The AP high court recently  into consideration while deciding the

for admission into the IITs. togain eligibility — the highestin the coun- - among the top 20 percentilescorersinin- directed the IIT authorities to the reserve 20 percentile, which increased the cut-off seats to AP students in premier institu-
’ 'l\mhbgmmmnga try. Jharkhand has the lowest cut-off of ~termediate, the 12th standard exam con-  seats of four such candidates as allotted mark in general category to 487, which tions. Naidu said his party will fight a legal
fierce at the junior college 56.20 per cent. Barring Karnataka (86 per  ducted by the state board. “There must earlier. In response to the writ petition had dents fi battle, if , against the
level with scores over 90 per cent in the cent), Kerala (85.2 per cent) and Tamil be a level-playing field. Why shouldwe be ~ filed by Anudeep P and three oth- le, the state ent de-  and raise theissue in Parliamentalso. The
stream dents of ished for perfc better

h governm
in the ers, Justice R h R: h idthe cided to write to CBSE and Joint Admis- concept of giving weightage to intermedi-

in the 12th standard in AP is much higher  cent to be eligible for admission into the w‘mrms
compared to other states. Also, the AP IITs. For Maharashtra, the cut-off figure  ta, who had an All India rank of 2,743 in tion. The court issued notices to IIT au- selection of only MPC stream in deciding gions and states. Naidu feels the cut

have been performing exceed- the TIT JEE but failed to get a seat at thorities asking them to reserve the four ~ the top 20 percentile marks. The minister off marks under the 20 percentile was
ingly wellin the IIT entrance test. Alarge  Some students in AP find themselves IITKharagpur, because of the percentile these candidates untilthe said lack of proper ication be- varying ! 53 per cent in Tripu-
number of private coaching centres have out of the IIT race despite scoring seat- factor. final verdict is given. However, the court tween the CBSE and JAB might have cre- rastate to as high as 91.89 per cent in AP.

top drababu Naidu saw a conspiracy to deny

qualifying examination compared to our  denial of seats to the four petitioners is in sion Board (JAB) of JEE explaining the ate course marks
inother states?” asks Jasmi- vnhnmofArﬁdeMofManCnnsnm— iniusticedonetoAPcandidambyﬂgei between the candidates from different re-
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Very few takers for ‘unpopular’

II'T courses, 250 seats vacant

Vanita Srivastava

NEW DELHE: Despite a mad rush
for admission to the IITs,
around 250 seats remained
vacant this year largely because
some courses are not popular
among the students.

Courses like pharmaceutics,
pulp and paper engineering,
ocean engineering, process
engineering with MBA, mineral
engineering with MBA, petro-
leum engineering and mining
engineering in some IITs have

few takers. More than 100 seats
were vacant at ISM Dhanbad
but some could be filled up dur-
ing spot counseling from July 26.
Over 100 seats were vacant in
IIT-BHU, 20-22 seats remained
vacant in IIT Kh ur and
around 20 in IIT Roorkee.

The four new IITs at Mandi,
Ropar, Hyderabad and Indore
do not have any empty seats.

“Students prefer mai
engineering. While all courses
have their own benefits and
a well designed job market,
too much specialization at an

MORE THAN 100 SEATS
ARE VACANT AT ISM
DHANBAD AND lIT-BHU.
20-22 SEATS ARE EMPTY

s s

undergraduate level is not pre-
ferred by students,” says an
IIT director. Former director
of IIT Kanpur, Sanjay Dhande
said, “The individual institutes
should take the responsibility
of getting seats filled.”
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build

‘smarter C|t|es

FUTURE HRD ministry to tie-up with Bombay
and Roorkee institutes to formulate plan

HT Correspondent

® |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The human resource
development (HRD) ministry
will partner with I[I'T Bombay
and II'T Roorkee for building
“smart cities” that will have
better amenities.

A one-day workshop in Delhi
on July 19 will identify themes
related to management of a
city and draw up a roadmap
by integrating technology with
governance for a holistic devel-
opment of the city.

The future lies in how we
create and manage cities in a
sustainable and inclusive man-
ner through smart urban plan-
ning,” HRD minister MM Pallam
Raju said.

“II'Ts and 1IMs being the pre-

mier institutions have a signifi-
cant knowledge pool to create
a vision, strategies and plan of
implementation in an integrated
manner.”

“Urbanisation is growing at
a fast pace in India. We now
require qualified people to
plan, build and manage mega-
cities efficiently,” II'T Bombay
director Devang Khakhar said.
“Our work will not just be
confined to engineering and
science, but will also extend
to design, social science and
policy issues.”

II'T Roorkee director
Pradipta Banerji said the
objective of the workshop was
to bring together a variety of
institutions and people with
different sectoral focuses on
a common platform.
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‘ITT-B accommodation in abysmal state’

Apoorva Puranik

® apporva.puranik@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: For over 200 girl students,
who have been admitted to II'T
Bombay for post graduate cours-
es, getting a hostel accommoda-
tion turned out to be a harrow-
ing experience.

After receiving a notification
from the institute about avail-
ability of hostel accommodation,
Pune resident Upasana Marathe,
who secured admission in the

industrial designing course,
arrived at the campus, along with
her father, only to find that the
accommodation provided to her
was in a deplorable condition.
“When we arrived, we were
shocked to see that students were
asked to stay in a temporary
accommodation,” said Dr.
Marathe, Upasana’s father.
According to him, there were
no mattresses or running water
in the rooms and the TV room of
the housing block was turned into

adormitory. “l immediately tried
to get to the bottom of this issue
and found that other girls had
been staying in this condition for
over 2 days,” he said.

“The problem arose because
there was a slight delay in mak-
ing the new hostel ready. After
Dr Marathe bought this to my
notice, we made sure the matter
was resolved,” said Dr. Devang
Khakhar, director, II'T Bombay.
The girls have now been shifted
to the new hostel, he added.



NO RESPITE FOR
THOSE SEEKING
SIAY ON NIT
ADMISSIONS

MUMBAI: With the Hyderabad high
court refusing to pass judgment
on the normalisation of marks as
the case is pending in the apex
court, there seems to be no
respite for petitioners seeking a
stay on the admission process to
National Institute of Technology
(NIT) and other institutes.
Petitions on the issue are pend-
ing in the Bombay, Delhi,
Lucknow and Kerala high courts.
The CBSE counsel has been
directed to file for a transfer of
all pending petitions to the
Supreme Court (SC) by July 19.
“The judge has said if CBSE
does not get a stay from the SC
by next week, he will hear the
matter every day from Friday,”
said Dr Sanjeev Sanghvi, facul-
ty, IIT-Delhi, on Tuesday.
APOORVA PURANIK
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HT Lucknow

SINGAPORE
VARSITY T0 SIGN
MOU WITH
JIM-LUGKNOW

SINGAPORE: After signing six
agreements with Indian univer-
sities, Singapore Management
University (SMU)isnow set tosign
amemorandum of understanding
(MoU) with the Indian Institute of
Management-Lucknow as part
of its plan to expand an execu-
tive education programme in the
country.

The SMU was ready to launch
a number of higher educational
programmes in India this month
onwards, SMU’s deputy president
for academic affairs, Rajendran
K Srivastava, said on Thursday:

“We want to link up and work
with Indian universities as they
provide us a landing spot to do
research work in India,” he said.

The SMU has signed six
MoUs with the Indian Institute
of Management (IIM)-Bangalore;
the Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT)-Kanpur; the Indian Institute
of Foreign Trade (IIFT)-New
Delhi; the Bombay Stock
Exchange Institute-Mumbai; the
Birla Institute of Management
Technology (BIMTECH )-Noida;
and the Indian Institute of
Management-Rohtak.

The SMU will soon signanother
MoU with the IM-Lucknow for a
programmeinexecutiveeducation
in the Delhi region.

An SMU team would work
with [IT-Kanpur from the month-
end to co-design a masters’
programme in innovations.

PTI
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IIT Kharagpur fabulty
alumni on hunger strike

Indo Asian News Service

Kolkata, July 17
The faculty members and alum-
ni of the Indian Institute of
Technology , Kharagpur (IIT-
KGP), paltlcxpated in a hunger
strike on Wednesday to press
for the appointment of a full-
time director at the premier
institute,

Members of the IIT-KGP
Teachers Association alleged
that the appointment of Partha
Pratim Chakrabarti for the
of director has been stalled for
over an year due to a delay by
the Central Vigilance Comrms-
sion (CVC) in clearing his name.

“IIT Kharagpur’'s board of

governors has cleared Chakra-
barti of any wro

March 2012 and again in March
2013. But the CVC is withhold-

ngdoing once in’

ing the clearance. In the mean-
time, SK. Som has been
discharging the director’s du-
ties. We feel it is due to the indif-
ference of HRD (Human
Resource Development) Minis-
try,” Rajendra Smgh, a faculty
member, said.

Although the acting director
has been discharging the direc-
torial duties, Rajendra Singh
said a full-time head was neces-
sary for executing long-term
plans, includingexecutionof the
institute’s “Vision 2020’ charter
that envisages making IIT-KGP
one of the top 20 institutes in the
world.

“TIT-KGP s at crossroads for
executing the Vision 2020 docu-
ment. So, for long-term plans
like these we need a full-time di-

rector,” he said.
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Treat foreign medicos on a

par with Indians, says HC

HT Correspondent

®=htreporters®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday ruled that denial
of emoluments to foreign med-
ical students pursuing post-
graduate courses in All India

nstitute of Medical Sciences
(AITMS) and not treating them
on a par with Indians in terms
of salary was “violative” of the
fundamental right to equality,
which is guaranteed even to
non-citizens.

Justice VK Jain, providing
relief to the foreign students,
observed that “there was no
reasonable basis for treating
such doctors as an altogether
different class, which can be
subjected to differential treat-
ment in the matter of payment
of emoluments”.

The court, hearing a petition

The enforcement of
fundamental of the
Constitution can
be claimed by a
foreign citizen.

DELHI HIGH COURT

by 20 doctors, directed AIIMS
to pay emoluments to foreign
doctors on a par with other stu-
dents, except sponsored ones,
who had taken admission in the
postgraduate courses in the said
institute.

The lawyer for the petition-
ers Nitin Gupta had contended
that the foreign doctors were
as much qualified as the other
Junior doctors and performed
the same duties and functions.

Therefore, refusal to pay
emoluments to them amounted

to contravention of their funda-
mental right under Article 14 of
the Constitution.

The court in its judgment
asked AIIMS to pay arrears
to the foreign nationals within
12 weeks.

“The enforcement of funda-

- mental rights guaranteed under

Article 14 of the Constitution
can be claimed not only by an
Indian citizen, but also by a for-
eign citizen, to the extent that
such enforcement is sought in
the territory of India. Therefore,
the foreign nationals, who are
pursuing uate courses
in AIIMS, are entitled to equal
treatment in the matter of grant
of emoluments, unless it can
be shown on account of some
factors or circumstances they
belong to a different class, which
can be subjected to a different
treatment,” the court said.



